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Baby Division Special, 1917 


Hotpine Institute, Larepo, TEx., 
January 1, 1917. 

Baby Division, Ure Town, U. 8. A.—Dear 
Baby Division Children: I am visiting Holding 
Institute to-day; and as the support of this 
school is the special work assigned to the Baby 
Division this year, I am writing you this letter. 
For of course you will want to know something 
about this school, for which you are going to 
Save your nickels and dimes and even pennies. 

To begin with, Holding Institute is in Lare- 
do, Tex. Texas, you know, is the largest State 
in the Union, and I have been told that nearly 
half a million Mexican people live there. Of 
course many, very many of them are children, 
and it is these children whom you are going to 
help. 

I wish you could all be with me this morn- 
ing as I sit out on the campus of Holding In- 
stitute. There are beautiful oleander trees full 
of blooms, orange trees laden with fruit, and 
many tropical plants, such as palms and acacia 
and Bougainvillea vines. The campus is on the 
bank of the Rio Grande River and so close -to 
Old Mexico that I can hear the children laugh 
and see them at play over there. 

There are seven different buildings on the 
campus. One furnishes the office, library, din- 
ing room, and dormitory for girls. Another is 
called Emory Hall, and the little girls and 
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some of the teachers live in it. Not far from 
the river bluff is the “Barracks,” where the 
boys have their dormitory and living rooms. 
They call the teacher in charge of this build- 
ing “Colonel,” for he trains them in military 
tactics. Back of the girls’ dormitory is Faith 
Hall, where chapel services are held and where 
four classrooms for the older students are 
found. Then there is the tower house, which 
supports the water tank. The art classes are 
taught here. And then there is the classroom 
building, where the beginners’ grades are found. 

If the walls of every one of these buildings 
could speak, they would tell some wonderfully 
interesting stories, for every one has a history. 
Faith Hall, you know, was built through an- 
swered prayer. Miss Holding and the children 
many years ago needed a chapel so badly that 
they just went to God in prayer and told him 
all about their need, and, sure enough, God 
gave them the money for it. 

Every morning promptly at six o’clock the 
bell rings, and the children scamper out of bed 
and dress. A second bell calls to their vari- 
ous duties the girls who help in the domestic 
work, while a third summons all to breakfast. 
The boys march over to the dining room from 
the Barracks in a body. What a handsome lot 
of young people they are, with their big brown 
eyes, olive-brown complexions, and black hair, 
although occasionally a very fair boy or girl 
may be seen among them! x 

After breakfast follows an hour for domestic 
work or study and drilling, and then the great 
bell rings again, and everybody marches into 
the chapel for devotional exercises to music 
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provided by the students in piano and violin. 
Spanish and English hymns are sung, and some 
member of the faculty leads the service. 

From the chapel they go to their various 
classes. There’s the English reading class of 
large girls and boys, taught~by one ofthe grad: 
uates, Miss Maria Gonzales. These ‘students 
have learned enough English to talk wells 
Across the hall Professor Collins teaches a 
group English, while hard by the “Colonel” has 
a class in higher arithmetic, and Miss Galvan 
teaches another group Spanish. 

A peep into the “grades” shows a large class 
of the dearest little Mexicans reading and spell- 
ing. Miss Pilar Saenz, the teacher, says they 
are so ambitious that sometimes they «will read 
a lesson a hundred times in order to learn it 
well. Think of that, children! Don’t you think 
such earnest little workers deserve your help? 
This class of little people speak better English 
than the older ones. There are three other 
classes at work in different grades. In all 
there are eleven grades taught in Holding In- 
stitute, covering a good high school course, and 
excellent advantages are offered for the’ study 
of music and art. Sewing is required of all 
the girls. Perhaps the most interesting class 
in the school is that at the “mending hour” on 
Saturday, when every girl mends her clothes 
or helps with her neighbors’. 

On Sunday there is a Bible suhoats in which . 
every teacher has a class, a Junior League for 
the little fellows in the afternoon, and a Senior 
League at night. There are regular religious 
Services on the campus, and those who wish 
May also go into town to Church service. On 
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Tuesday evening there is a Spanish sermon “f 
by the Mexican pastor, which all are required 
to attend. Every student is required to study 
the Bible. ~ 4 

You must not think it is “all work and no 
play” at this school, for the play life is not 
forgotten; and baseball, tennis, and other recre- 
ations are provided. 

I imagine I can hear some of you saying: 
“Why, Holding Institute is just like any other 
school!” And so it is. It differs only in that 
we are striving to give these our little Mexican 
neighbors a chance at a good school course and 
a knowledge of God’s Word, which makes and 
builds character. There are sixteen teachers 
and more than two hundred students enrolled 
annually at Holding Institute. Its support and 
upkeep cost the Council $10,000 every year. 
This year the babies are asked to raise this 
amount through their fees and mite boxes, 
This is a great big work for you, but we have 
faith in our babies and know you will not fail. 
us. So little people, keep those mite boxes 
ever at hand, that they may be filled to over- 
flowing. Put in nickels and dimes; even pen- 
nies will help. Some of you can earn money, 
and those who are too little to do chores and 
run’ errands can tell your papas and mammas 
that, instead of bringing home candy or ba- 
nanas every time they go to town, just to put 
the!money in your mite boxes for Holding In- 
stitute and the Mexican children. No one is. 
too small to help. You know the Bible says, 
“A ‘ttle child shall lead them,” and I am sure 
that every Baby Division child, wants to help 
these poor little Mexitan boys and girls to 
know about the love of our Heavenly Father. 

Yours in love, Mrs. R. W. MacDoneE tt. 


Woman’s Missionary Council, Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 
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